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C. All words and expressions used but not defined in these Guidelines shall
have the same meaning as assigned to them in the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act. 2015,

3. Premise

i.  Non-formal Kinchip

In India, non- formal kinship care is strong. Children without families or with

families who are unabie i care for them are provided care by the members

of the joint/extended family members. In case a relative is not avanable or

willing to take care of the child, then the child is'} laced with a wﬂlmg family

i<

who shares a cultural, tribal and /or community connection same to that of

‘ mbers of the
Ihis arrangement is not to be formalized in these
guidelines as such cure is e

the child including friends of the parents, neighbours

same community/clan,
nbedded in our social milieu. Such non formal
kinship will continue =5 it \raditionally practiced in the country and will not
be covered under hese quidelines. In case such non formal Kinship care
requires financial support it shall be considered under sponsorship program
as provided for upder the Act or any other program of the State

Government.

ii.  National Policy for Children, 2013

The National Policy for Children adopted in 2013 recognises that all
children have the ri;nt to grow in a family environment, in an atmosphere of
happiness, love and wu; ‘erslanding. The family or family environment is
most conducive for the =i-round development of children and they should
not to be separated froi their parents, except where such separation is

necessary in their !
Foster care

Foster care according cton 44 of the JJ Act, 2015 children in need of

care and protection ma, placed in foster care, including group foster
care for their carc and protection through orders of the Committee.

Placement may be

e S e R — Y
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(a) in a family wi

parents i.e in an uni

extended period

(b) ina fit facil

4.1. Foster care is an air
alternate care in the do

or extended period of 1

and protection.

4.1.1. While pla-; ing a chi
i tribal and /or commumty connectlon Foster care can

be short term or | .;1 €
child. The situat

CWCs based o he

them.

Definition

i. Foster care for sh

one year.

it.  Foster care to!

Committee for &

or long term
the child with |

periodically externe

age.
4.1. 2 Grouj
children in need «

aim is to provide p

emotional securit)
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Ministry of Won

e with unrelated family membe

iich does not include the child’s biological or adoptive |

olated family recognised as suitable for a short or

ftime:
e,

.cognised under the Act for group foster care

angement whereby a child is placed for the purpose of

Lestic environment of a family, usually on a short term

urpose of care

>d period of time dependlng upon the needs of the

noer which Foster care can be given will rest on the

assessment of the individual case presented before

ort term period means for a period of not more than

iended perlod of time is placement of a child by the
d exceedmg one year. The duration whether short
he based on the assessment of the compatibility of

loster care parents the period of placement can be

{ed by the Committee till the child attains 18 years of

e is defined as a family like care in a fit facility for
o and protection who are without parental care. The

onalised care and a sense of belonging, identity and
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: } Group foster care i< “Juliced as an intermittent arrangement suitable
[ for children picked 11 1 "eets before placing them in family foster care.
Such placements help 1) make seamless transition from group to family
care. This placement aims to wean the children from street life. It can also
help in de- institutionalising a child in providing alternate care to the child.
Hence, Group Foster cars is practiced as a family setting where a group of
unrelated children are placed under the care of foster care givers in a fit
facility.
4.1.3 There are various 1100005 of group foster care which are being practiced
‘ across the Country. 7/ = /15 are providing both short term and extended
g security and stability to a lunited number of children in as close as possible
I family like settings or - sphere. But they all must be registered as fit facility
under J J Act and the placen ch:ldren Is to be as per the orders of CWCs.
5. Fundamental Principics ~f Foster Care
... Family or a family like environment is most conducive for a child
and every child has the right to grow in such an environment:
ii. ~ Recognizing thar cry child has the right to grow in a family
environment, every ‘tempt must be made to reunite the child with
~ his biological farify ! / strengthening the biological family through a

planned p

iii.  All decisions, iniliatives and approaches falling within the scope of
the present Guiiclines are to be made on a case-by-case basis,
based on the prncipies of necessity and appropriateness with a
view, to ensuie the child's safety and security, and must be
grounded in the best interestS of the child; He/she should be
informed & Ted throughout the process:

iv.  All deci: - and approaches falling within the scope of
the presc ©s must respect the child's right to be
consulled and ‘ve child's views duly taken into account in

m?h ‘."f..‘T_M‘T»;);;Tchﬁt*Novembcr 2016 Page 9
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th his evolving capacities; with full participatio;i«,‘
famili [ lenal guardians where available; '
V. | twins should be placed in one family or fit facility; 'thé"\
1ber of children to be placed in a single family or fit
:laxed in such a case.
6. Placenont of the child in family or group foster care
- appropriateness of placement of a child in family foster
' in group foster care in a fit facility may be determined
CV/C. Some. of the factors to be borne in mind while
ing the decision are given below:
of trauma experienced by a child, .
/ of drug éddictibn,
nd type of disability,
| hehavior,
rement of any specialize’dv‘Care,‘w{érminal illness etc. and
 de institutionalize a child
’ anility of facilities including
ference and cdﬁéént of the child, or parents or
guardians, as the case may be
\wvailability of the option
Jultability of the option
7. Children efjgible for foster care
Children in oup of 0 to 6 years who are being considered by the
‘Committe free for adoption. and those who have been declarec
legally frec ton shall not aé, far as possible be considered fo
" placemen! 1 foser core. Such children shall be provided a permanent famil
through ad r Adoption Regulations.

A. Children who are not being adopted after being declared legally fre

for adopticn by CWC

] (ihild Development, November, 2016
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(1) The following catec 1ch children may be considered for Foster

Care in following circ:

i. If adoptable chiid 1 the age of 6 to 8 years do not get a family
either In in-counity coopion orin inter-country adoption within a period of
two years after [y oo declared legally free for adoption by Child Welfare
Committee, such child ~ Le eligible to be placed in family foster care or
group foster carc o e case may be, by the Committee on the
recommendation of District Child PrOtﬁction Unit or Specialised Adoption
Agency.

ii. Children in the « pof 8 1018 yea'rs, who are legally free for adoption
| buat have not bec: any Prospective Adoptive Parent (PAP) for
| one year are eligitile ‘ced in family foster care or group foster care,

as the case may fx . ,mmitteé on the recommendation of District
Child Protection L Si lised Adqption Agency.

iii. ~ Children with speciol necds, irespective of the age, who do not get a

family either in in-couni on orin fdter-countw adoption within a period

of one year after they 2o ired legall;; free for adoption by Child Welfare

Committee, such childion ligible to be placed in family foster care or

group foster care - ase may be, by the Committee on the

recommendation d Protectibn Unit or Specialised Adoption

Agency, provided ! 'y Report of the foster family supports their

fitness and group setting us (alities for care of such children.

a) The capacities of the foster lfamily to m'anage the child shall
determine the ~rent of special need children in that family.

b) Similarly, th ement of s'pécial need children in a fit facility
shall be def Ly the availability of facilities required for
such ¢ cility | |

mﬁm N opment, Novembet. 2016 Page 11
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) B. Children noi dac i legally free for adoption by cwc \
Where the child |- @ined with a foster family for a minimum of five ye:
other than in pre Wonloster care, the foster family may apply for adopti
of the child. Sucl | »er parents will have to register on a Separate pa
created on Child Adoption Resource Information and Guidance System und
the Adoption Reciain 20186.
C. Children v " ¢ deinstitutionalized and Placed in

Ykt

| . Child

child care

pvlaced in fc

f institution:

ii. Child

| request to (|

of their ch o take care of their child; Such children

may be pref oster care in a fit facility;

ii Chi fied by DEPU such as those

parents are mentally ill and are unable to take care of

{-
H4d,

© one or both parents are in jail;
ire victims of physical, emotional Or sexual abuse,

'ai /manmade disasters, agrarian distress and domestic

‘fce etc.
8. Rights - "o ponsibilities of foster famify/ care givers of the fit
facility | i
8.1 Ri - Lhild under Foster care
‘elfare Conﬁmittee, in conjunction with district and state
«aries shall ensure that the foster child’s best interest is

Ministry of Wi nen and Child Development, November, 2016
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9.1 The Foster fn

* provide adg

® proviag

needs a

° support h

- ollowing rights:

| trainings and counseling
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'ews are taken into consideration as far as

~acement as well as the individual care plan
access to information on the situation of his

information/ access regarding government

‘grams for his/her development.

| and respected; .+
rimination on the basis of their sog“i’“]

e same, ghild followingprocedurg

gl

cility have foilowing rights:

k

5 per the terms and conditions of appointment

y PF/retirgment allowances
the following responsibilities towards the

ire.

d, clothing, shelter and education

't and t;r‘e‘atment for child’s overall physical,
health!;;

‘aining according to the age, developmental
f the child;

tion requirements;

'm exploitation, maltreatment, harm, neglect

hild's whereabouts are known always:

‘opment, November, 2016
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9.2 Respons
Besides pro
standards of

* share
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vrivacy of the child and his biological famtly\
+ acknowledge that any information provided abOL}‘

dential and is not to be disclosed to another party
consent; '
tment in emergency situations and inform the
nd biological family about the same which may pass

rders wherever necessary;
Iscuss rnformatlon pertaining to the progress of the
Justing to the home and school; penodrcally with the
ind brologrcal family of the child and produce the child
ommittee as and when directed by the Commlttee

lact between the child and DCPU staff durlng home

itact betwee "5?the child and" his biological family in

elfare Committee keeping in view the

f the fit facility:
19, education and maintaining the
facmty. the care givers shall '
; :nformatl,on pertaining to the progress of the child in
‘ome and school; perrodrcally with the Committee and
 the child and produce the child before the Committee
ted by the Committee:
etween the child and DCPU staff during home visits:
between the child and his biological family in
the Child Welfare Committee keeping in view the best

o
|

|

' the Commlttee through DCPU in advance for serious
such as Operatic procedures and the use of anesthesia;

child’s whereabouts are known at al| times, including
anges . .in hohday plans and any eptsodes

e Commrttee

( ‘hild Devélopment, November, 2016
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‘ « report to the DCPU in case of any critical incidents such as injuries

2

=8 (accidental or non-accidental), instances of alleged abuse by any
person and any criminal or self-harming behaviors exhibited by the

child;
e support initiatives to provide life skills, vocational and higher

education to the child
10. Criteria for Selection of foster family

10.1 As per section 44(2) of the Act, the selection of the foster family may be

based on family’s ability, intent, capacity and prior experience of taking care of
children. ‘

The District Child Protection Unit, while selecting foster faﬁily may consider the

following illustrative criteria: ‘ L

i. Both the spouses must be Indian citizens; ;

ii. Both the spouses must be willing to foster the same child;

iii. Both the spouses must be above the age of 35 years and must be
in good physical, emotional and mental health:

iv.  Ordinarily the foster family should have an income with which
they are able to meet the needs of the child;

V. Medibéﬂ reports of all the members of the foster care family
residing in the premises should be obtained including checks on
Human Immuno Deficiency Virus (HIV), Tuberculosis (TB) and
He:pétitis B, any other communicable disease, cancer etc to
determine that they are medically fit;

vi.  Should havé adequate space and basic facilities;

vii.  Should be willing to follow rules laid down including regular visits;
to doctors, maintenance of child health and their records;

vii. ~ Should be willing to attend foster care orientation programs
organized by the DCPU,;

ix.  Must be without criminal conviction or indictment;

X.  Should have supportive community ties with friends and neighbors

Ministry of Women and Child Development, Noveber, 206 A B Page 15




MODEL GUIDELINES FOR FOSTER CARE, 2016 A
“
10.2 Criteria for selecting fit facility for group foster care: v

The District Child Protection Unit, while selecting Fit facility for Group

foster care may consider the following ilustrative criteria:

(1) Registration of the organisation under the Act;
(i) Recognition as fit facility by CWGC for placement of children in
group foster care;

(ii) Registration as NGO on the NITI Aayog websrte b

(iv)  Existence of Child Protection Pohcy,

(V) Medical reports of all the care grvers of the fit faoility"'should be
obtained including checks on-Human lmmuno Defrcrency Virus
(HIV), Tuberculosis (TB) and Hepatitis B, any other. commumcable
disease, cancer etc to determme that they are medrcally fit;

(vij  Thecare givers sha\l be W|thout criminal convrctron or indictment;

(vii) Space required: The acoommodatron shall be sufficiently

spacious with proper amenrtres for a group of children (maximum
08 children) to reside; could have children from both genders,
hence adequate space to ensure privacy;

(viil) Sufficient space and proper amenities for children;

(ix) Should have an in-house kitchen and separate toilets and
gl bathroom. There should be at least 1 toilet for every 4 children;
(x) ma:;::.Should preferablv have the look and feel of a house providing @

““ 2 ,famr!y envrronment rather than an institutional setting;

(xi) MiThese fit facilities for group foster care shall be located within an

exrstmg nerghbourhood to encourage local interaction;

(xii) Recruitment procedures of care givers should in accordance with

the qualifications as may be prescribed by State Government;

(xiii) Generally they must have empathy and bonding with children;

(xiv) Pre-service training should be provided for each foster care giver

in the fit facility for group foster care;

(xv) Should have retirement policy for care givers;

-

Ministry of Women and Child Development, November, 2016




